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146 Constitution. [June, 

CONSTITUTION. 

Article I. This society shall be designated the "American Peace 
Society." 

Art. II. This society, being founded on the principle that all war is 
contrary to the spirit of the gospel, shall have for its object to illustrate the 
inconsistency of war with Christianity, to show its baleful influence on all the 
great interests of mankind, and to devise means for insuring universal and 
permanent peace. 

Art. III. Persons of every Christian denomination, desirous of promoting 
peace on earth, and good-will towards men, may become members of this 
society. 

Art. IV. Every annual subscriber of two dollars, and every donor of five 
dollars, shall be a member of this society. 

Art. V. The payment of twenty dollars at one time, shall constitute any 
person a Life-member, and fifty dollars, a Life-director. 

Art. VI. The chairman of each corresponding committee, the officers and 
delegates of every anxiliary contributing to the funds of this society, and every 
minister of the gospel who preaches once a year on the subject of peace, and 
takes up a collection in behalf of the cause, shall be entitled to the privileges 
of regular members. 

Art. VII. All contributors shall be entitled within the year to one half 
the amount of their contributions in the publications of the society. 

Art. VIII. The officers of this society shall be a President, Vice Presidents, 
Directors, Secretaries, Treasurer, and an Executive Committee of not less than 
five, with power to fill their own vacancies, and transact the general business of 
the society. The Board of Directors shall consist of not less than twenty, 
who shall have power to supply vacancies in any office of the society, and 
direct all its operations till successors are chosen. The Vice Presidents shall 
be ex officio Directors, and the President, Secretaries and Treasurer ex efficio 
members of the Executive Committee. 

Art. IX. The society shall hold an annual meeting at such time and 
place as the Board of Directors may appoint, to receive their own and the 
Treasurer's report, to choose officers, and transact such other business as may 
come before them. 

Art. X. The object of this society shall never be changed; but the con- 
stitution may in other respects be altered, on recommendation of the Executive 
Committee, or of any ten members of the society, by a vote of three-fourths 
of the members present, at any regular meeting. 

Resolves explanatory of the second article: 

1. That we do not think it necessary or expedient to make any verbal alteration in 
said article. 

2. That we consider it as designed to assert, that all national wars are inconsistent 
with Christianity, including those supposed or alleged to be defensive. 

3. That the article has no reference to the right of private or individual self-defence, 
to a denial of which the society is not committed. 

4. That the article does not require a pledge, expressed or implied, on any of the points 
in dispute among the friends of peace, but is merely declarative of its general object and 
course. 

5. That we invite the cooperation of all persons who seriously desire the extinction of 
war, whether they agree with the principle of the article as thus explained, or not. 



